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What is the ERC?
What is the European Research Council (ERC)?

ERC - Introduction

• Pan-European funding organisation in operation since 2007
• Supports the best in Europe - scientists, engineers and scholars
• Funding of €7.51 billion (2007-13)

What are the aims of the ERC?
• Encourage highest quality research in Europe
• Competitive, flexible funding
• Retain, repatriate and recruit (career support)

What are the ERC grant schemes?
• Starting, Consolidator and Advanced Grants
• Synergy Grants
• Proof of concept

Key Points for ERC Grants

ERC – Introduction

• Support for a PI and (if necessary) teammembers
• Investigator driven (bottom-up) substantial
advances “Frontier Research”
• Excellence is only peer review criterion

What kind of Research Can be Funded:

ERC - Introduction

• Excellent, innovative and investigator-initiated
research projects
• Basic or applied, any field of research
• Flexible projects to promote substantial
advances in ‘frontier research’

European Research Council
Overview of Opportunities
• Project types:

ERC - Introduction

• Starting Grants (PI normally 2-7yrs from PhD, up to €2m
over 5 yrs)

• Consolidator Grants (PI normally 7-12yrs from PhD, up to
€2.75m over 5 yrs)
• Advanced Grants (For leading investigators, up to €3.5m
over 5 yrs)
• Synergy Grants (new) (2-4 PIs, up to €15m over 6 yrs)
• Proof of Concept (new, existing ERC grant holders only)
• Co-ordination and Support Actions

ERC Starting, Consolidator and
Advanced Grants
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Starting Grants

ERC – StG/Consolidator

• Aim to provide appropriate and adequate support
• to excellent researchers
• at the stage where they are starting their own
independent research team or programme.

Work Programme
(published on)
2013
(10 July 2012)

ERC Action

ERC-2013-StG

Call Open

Call Deadlines

Call Value
(€ M)

10 July 2012

All domains
(PE, LS and SH):
17 October 2012

398

Please note that resubmission and multiple application rules apply

Consolidator Grants

ERC – StG/Consolidator

• Aim to provide appropriate and adequate support
• to excellent researchers
• at the stage where they are consolidating their own
independent research team or programme.

Work Programme
(published on)
2013
(10 July 2012)

ERC Action

Call Open

Call Deadlines

Call Value
(€ M)

ERC-2013-StG

7 November
2012

All domains
(PE, LS and SH):
21 February 2013

523

Please note that resubmission and multiple application rules apply

Advanced Grants
Advanced Grants

ERC AdG

• encourage substantial advances at the frontier of knowledge, and
to encourage new productive lines of enquiry and new methods
and techniques, including unconventional approaches and
investigations at the interface between disciplines and groundbreaking, high-risk/high gain research
• by supporting excellent, leading advanced investigators
• Allows established, innovative and active scientists and scholars
to pursue ground-breaking, high-risk research that opens up new
directions in any field of their choice
Work Programme
(published on)
2013
(10 July 2012)

ERC Action

ERC-2013-AdG

Call Open

Call Deadlines

Call Value
(€ M)

10 July 2012

All domains
(PE, LS and SH):
22 November 2012

662

Please note that resubmission and multiple application rules apply

ERC – StG/Consolidator

PI Eligibility
• Starting: 2-7 yrs from date of award of first PhD or equivalent
• so those who obtained PhDs between (and including) 10 July 2005
and (including the) 10 July 2010
• Consolidator: 7-12 yrs from date of award of first PhD or equivalent
• so those who obtained PhDs between (and including) 7 November
2000 and (including the) 7 November 2005
• those who obtained their PhDs between (and including) the 10 July
2005 and (including the) 7 November 2005 are eligible for both
schemes.
• Advanced: no eligibility window

ERC – StG/Consolidator

PI Eligibility
• Extensions for properly documented eligible career breaks only:
• Maternity/paternity leave, national service, long-term illness and
clinical qualifications
• For other ‘unavoidable statutory reasons’ please contact us for advice
• No extensions for part time working, non-research careers, travel…

Should I apply?

ERC – StG/Consolidator

Starting/Consolidators are
• Expected to have:
• already shown potential for research independence & evidence of maturity
• Starters should have produced independently at least one and
Consolidators several important publication without the participation
of their PhD supervisor

• Be able to demonstrate a promising track record of early achievements
appropriate to their field and career stage, including:
• significant publications (as main author) in peer-reviewed major
international multidisciplinary journals or leading international journals in
their field
• May have monographs, invited presentations, granted patents, awards, prizes
• Have good leadership potential

Should I apply?
Advanced Grant
• Am I an active researcher?
• Do I have a track record of significant achievements in last 10
years?
•
•

ERC AdG

•

10 publications (as senior author) in major international peerreviewed journals which are multidisciplinary or leading journals in
their field.
Or 3 major research monographs, of which at least one is translated
into another language.
If appropriate to your research field, should have: granted patents
(5), invited presentations (10), lead expeditions (3), organised
international conferences (3), international recognition (awards,
prizes, academy membership, artefact with documented use), major
contributions to launching the careers of outstanding researchers and
recognised leadership in industrial innovation or design.

• Am I an exceptional leader in terms of originality and significance
of my research contribution, and has this been internationally
recognised?
(PI does not need to have a PhD)

Funding Levels
and Duration of Grant

ERC – StG/Consolidator

Maximum grants:
• Starting: EUR 1.5 million;
• Consolidator: EUR 2 million; and
• Advanced: EUR 2.5 million over 5 years ERC contribution (or pro-rata
for shorter projects)
Can have an additional EUR 0.5 million (Starting) , 0.75 million
(Consolidator), and EUR 1 million (Advanced) but only to cover:
• eligible “start-up” costs for PIs moving from a third country to the EU or an
Associated Country as a consequence of receiving the ERC grant;
• the purchase of major equipment; or

• access to large facilities (new).
This additional funding requested must be justified in Part B Section 2c.
Limits includes direct (100%) and indirect costs (20%)!

Proposal submission
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ERC StG - Submission/Evaluation

Applicant
• Logs into EPSS
• Completes Full Proposal
• Chooses Primary Panel (and Secondary Panel if
needed)
• Presses SUBMIT before the deadline!
STEP 1 - Evaluation

Eligibility check

Independent, remote reviews
by panel members
(of part B1 only)

Panel meetings and ranking

Proposals retained
for stage 2, or rejected

STEP 2 - Evaluation

Independent, remote
reviews by panel members
and other referees of full
proposal (parts B1 and B2)

Interviews of PIs (StG &
CoG only), panel meetings
and ranking

Proposals selected

FP7: ERC – Project Section

StG, CoG and AdG: Structure of Project
B1: Cover Page including half page summary :
• Clear understanding of the objectives of the proposal and how they will
be achieved
• Short description used in evaluation process and communication
B1: Extended Synopsis:
• Concise presentation of the scientific proposal, with particular attention
to the
• ground-breaking nature of the research project and
• the feasibility of the outlined scientific approach.
• Describe proposed work in the context of state of the art of the field.
• References to literature should be included.
• Panel will only evaluate Extended Synopsis at step 1.
B2: Scientific Proposal: detailed descriptions of the project’s aim,
planning, execution, and required resources (only assessed at step 2)
• State of the art and objectives
• Methodology
• Resources (inc project costs)
• Ethical and security sensitive issues

Peer Review Structure

FP7 ERC - Submission/Evaluation

Submission
• Single Stage Submission, but 2-Step Peer Review
• Electronic Submission via EPSS

Peer Review
• 3 research domains
• 25 panels – you can choose which one to submit to
• Step 1:
• Only ‘extended synopsis’ and PI sections are assessed
• Remote review by panel members followed by a panel meeting.
• Step 2:
• Full proposal is reviewed
• Remote review by panel members and external experts
• Panel meeting (including interviews for Starting and Consolidator)

Peer Review Panels

ERC - Submission/Evaluation

Examples:
• PE10 - Earth System Science
physical geography, geology, geophysics, atmospheric sciences,
oceanography, climatology, ecology, global environmental change,
biogeochemical cycles, natural resources management
• LS8 - Evolutionary, Population & Environmental Biology
evolution, ecology, animal behaviour, population biology,
biodiversity, biogeography, marine biology, ecotoxicology,
microbial biology
• SH3 – Environment, Space and Population
environmental studies, geography, demography, migration,
regional and urban studies
For full list of all 25 panels and keywords see the Guide for Applicants

If resubmitting, please note there many changes to panel descriptions!

StG and CoG Only: Interviews
• PIs with proposals taken to the second step of the review
process will be interviewed by the Peer Review Panel or SubPanel
• Must attend in person
• although in very exceptional cases (pregnancy, immobility due to illness,
out in research fieldwork) video or telephone conferencing are offered.

• Interviews last approximately 30 minutes (depending on panel)

ERC – StG

• Start with a presentation by the PI on the outline of the research project
• Followed by a question and answer session

• Panels will take into account the results of the interviews
alongside the individual reviews.
• Travel is reimbursed

Evaluation process and criteria
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ERC - Submission/Evaluation

Evaluation Criteria

Principal Investigator
•
•

Intellectual capacity and creativity
Commitment

Research Project
•
•

Ground-breaking nature & potential impact of the research
Methodology

ERC - Submission/Evaluation

Evaluation Criteria

Principal Investigator
•
Quality of research output/track record
•
Intellectual capacity and creativity

Research Project
•
Ground breaking nature of the research
•
Potential impact
•
Methodology
•
High gain/high risk balance

General Tips on Writing your
Application
• Liaise with your HoD and Research Office

ERC – Hints & Tips

• Use clear and concise language
• Pay careful attention to each section

• Be ambitious, but show awareness of cutting edge
• Look at examples of successful applications

• Read all the documentation, including the Grant Agreement
• Be realistic with the budget, clearly link your budget to activities.
Has your institution agreed your budget?

European Research Council
ERC-2007-StG
Funded ERC grants
with UK HIs
Success rate overall:

ERC - Introduction

- success rate for
grants with a UK HI

ERC-2009-StG

ERC-2010-StG

58
43*
79*
(20% of all grants) (~18%* of grants) (~19%* of grants)

124*
(~26%* of grants)

3.3%

9.5%*

14.9%*

11.8%*

5.2%

12.4%*

17.3%*

15.6%*

ERC-2008-AdG ERC-2009-AdG ERC-2010-AdG
Funded ERC grants
with UK HIs

ERC-2011-StG

ERC-2011-AdG

58
60
53
68
(21% of all grants) (25% of all grants) (20% of all grants) (23% of all grants)

Success rate overall:

- success rate for
grants with a UK HI

12.7%

15.3%*

13.2%*

12.9%*

19.4%

19.6%*

13.6%*

14.3%*

* provisional figure
Further statistics and access to information on funded projects on the UKRO website
http://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/stg/Pages/results_stats.aspx

Synergy grants
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ERC Synergy Grants

FP7: ERC – Synergy Grants

New scheme, pilot call
• Enables a group of between 2 to 4 excellent PIs (with one
‘corresponding PI’) to pursue a large-scale frontier research
project of their choice
• Team must: ‘bring together complementary skills, knowledge
and resources together in new ways, in order to jointly address
research problems’
• PIs need to show how working together in their specific
configuration would achieve more than could be done separately
• It is expected (but not required) that in most cases groups will be
interdisciplinary, often using multidisciplinary approaches
• They will also have to demonstrate novel working arrangements
to ensure face to face contact for significant periods of “core
time” in the same place over the course of the project.

FP7: ERC – Synergy Grants

ERC Synergy Grants
• 10% of Annual ERC Call Budget
• First pilot call: opened 25 October 2011 & closed on
25 January 2012
• 710 proposals received. Likely success rate ~2-3%!
• 2nd pilot call: opens 10 October 2012 & closes on 10
January 2013
• Likely to still be very competitive!
• Grants of up to €15 million over 6 yrs (€150 million
call budget)
• Further information: http://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/syg

Synergy Grants
- Objectives

FP7: ERC – Synergy Grants

ERC Synergy Grants

•

are intended to enable a small group of 2-4 PIs and their teams to bring
together complementary skills, knowledge, and resources in new ways,
in order to jointly address research problems

•

aim to promote substantial advances in the frontiers of knowledge, and to
encourage new productive lines of enquiry and new methods and techniques,
including unconventional approaches and investigations at the interface
between established disciplines

The peer review evaluation will therefore look for proposals that demonstrate the
synergies, complementarities and added value that could lead to breakthroughs
that would not be possible by the individual PIs working alone

So, it is about:
• a unique configuration of PIs
• who jointly identify and tackle exciting research problems aiming
at breakthrough discoveries

Synergy Grants - Group Structure

FP7: ERC – Synergy Grants

“With the focus on PIs, ERC Synergy Groups are fundamentally different
from that of a network or consortium”

•

New types of joint effort may be needed perhaps
•
•
•

built around specialised infrastructure, or
that allow for new combinations of skills and disciplines, or
the bringing together of researchers from different institutions, sectors or countries

•

The organisation of such activities will vary widely, depending on the
particular needs of the research

•

It is expected that in most cases ERC Synergy groups will be
•
•

•

interdisciplinary, often using multidisciplinary approaches, and
physically located in the same place to ensure face to face contact for significant
periods of "core time" over the course of the project

However, any group which can demonstrate the synergies,
complementarities and added value that make the whole greater than the
sum of the parts in order to promote substantial advances in the frontiers
of knowledge will be considered

Synergy Grants

FP7: ERC – Synergy Grants

- PI Location, Profile and Commitment
PI Location
• PIs must be based at a Host Institution in an EU Member State or Associated
Country during the grant
PIs Profile
• Excellent researchers, with track records of independent creative thinking,
regardless of career stage
• ‘Innovative and active’
PI Commitment
• PIs should be committed to the group project and willing to have face to face
contact (with other PIs) for significant periods of “core time”
• they will be expected to devote at least 30% of their total working time
to the ERC-funded project and
• spend at least 50% of their total working time in an EU Member State
or Associated Country)

Funding Levels
and Duration of Grant
Synergy Grants may be
• Up to €15 million over 6 years ERC contribution (or pro-rata for shorter
projects)
The total requested grant should
• reflect a realistic estimation of the project needs and
• should not be unnecessarily inflated to reach the maximum grant level
Limits includes direct and indirect costs!
Direct Costs
•
100% of eligible and approved direct costs funded
Indirect Costs:
•
20% flat rate
(of the total direct costs excluding subcontracting and third party resources not used on
premises)
•
Is allocated and charged (for all institutions no proof needed of how spent)

Proof of Concept scheme
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ERC – Proof of Concept

ERC Grant Schemes
- Proof of Concept
•

Supports an existing ERC grant-holder in preparing a "package" to be
presented to venture capitalists or companies that might invest in the
results of new knowledge developed during an ERC-funded project, in
order to take it through the early commercialisation phase

•

Funds activities for establishing the innovation potential of an idea: i.e.
technical validation, market research, clarifying an IPR strategy,
investigating business opportunities

•

Evaluation criteria: Innovation Potential, Quality of the Proof of Concept
Plan, Budget

•

Deadlines: 3 October 2012, 24 April 2013, 3 October 2013

•

Maximum grant: €150,000 (call budget: €10 million)

Further information at: http://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/poc.htm

How to best prepare
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ERC UKRO NCP events

ERC – NCP events

Consolidator and Synergy grants
• 21 November in Glasgow
• 29 November in Manchester
• 30 November in London
• Register via:
http://www.ukro.ac.uk/subscriber/fp7/erc/events/Pages
/index.aspx

ERC – Case studies
Funded projects

ERC – Case studies
Funded projects

ERC – Case studies

Advice from previous applicants

ERC – Case studies

Interview preparation

ERC Grants
Further Information
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Further Information (1)
• UK ERC NCP Website
• http://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc
• UK ERC NCP Newsletter
• http://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/Pages/erc_newsletter_registration.aspx

• ERC Website

Links

•
•
•
•
•

http://erc.europa.eu
ERC Newsletter
http://erc.europa.eu/newsletters-0
ERC Europa Helpdesk
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?lg=en&pg=enquiries

• UKRO Portal including email updates and info on
other EU funding (For UKRO subscribers)
• http://www.ukro.ac.uk/Pages/UKRO.aspx
(can log on, or create profile, near top left of screen)

Further Information (2)
• EPSS Helpdesk
• E-mail: support@epss-fp7.org
• Tel: +32 2 233 3760
• IPR helpdesk Website
• http://www.ipr-helpdesk.org
• European Commission FP7 Ethics Website
• http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ethics_en.html

Links

• European Commission page on ERC redress process
• http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ideas/redress_en.html
• Cordis FP7 pages
• http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html
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