COURSE SPECIFICATION FORM

for new course proposals and course amendments
	Department/School:
	Music
	Academic Session:
	2009-10 and thereafter, as offered

	Course Title:
	Music and Politics in Tudor England
	Course Value:

(UG courses = unit value,
PG courses = notional learning hours)
	0.5

	Course Code:
	MU3408
	Course JACS Code:
(Please contact Data Management for advice)
	330

	Availability:
(Please state which teaching terms)
	Autumn or Spring
	Status:

(i.e.: Core, Core PR, Compulsory, Optional)
	Option (Honours)

	Pre-requisites:
	None
	Co-requisites:
	None

	Co-ordinator:
	Appointed Annually

	Course Staff:
	Appointed Annually

	Aims:
	This course will:

· introduce students to the complex political and historical circumstances surrounding musical life in Tudor England

· stimulate and encourage students’ interest in the musical forms and styles of the sixteenth century

· develop students’ ability to understand and write persuasively about the connections between music and its historical context

	Learning Outcomes:
	By the end of the course, students should be able to:
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the monarchs of the Tudor dynasty, their major domestic and foreign policies, and their relationships with Church and government; the English Reformation; the roles of music within Tudor society; the effects on music of political and religious change in the sixteenth century; the principal composers of sixteenth-century England and the main genres, styles and idioms in which they wrote
• evaluate connections between music and the specific historical and political circumstances surrounding it, assess the different forms of evidence that relate to music in Tudor England, and recognise and analyse the principal musical and poetic styles and forms current in sixteenth-century England

• recognise and analyse facsimiles of sixteenth-century musical sources, and understand the ways in which such sources may be used by performers

• synthesise a variety of evidence from different kinds of source (musical, textual, visual) and generate a coherent argument from it; demonstrate enhanced skills of individual research and written presentation

	Course Content:
	This course introduces you to the complex history of the Tudor monarchs (Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I) and explores the relationships between this history and musical life in contemporary England. You will study the careers of the principal Tudor composers, including Byrd, Cornysh, Tallis and Taverner, and consider the ways in which their lives intersected with the most significant political currents of the Tudor dynasty, including the English Reformation and England’s connections with her Continental neighbours. You will become familiar with the principal styles and forms of Tudor music, and gain an understanding of the material forms in which music circulated during the sixteenth century.

	Teaching & Learning Methods:
	20 hours of lectures/seminars, in conjunction with formative activities such as source analysis or class presentation, with tutorial feedback, contributing to some 130 hours of private study, resulting in the notional total of 150 hours of study for the course.

	Details of teaching resources on Moodle:
	Supplementary lecture notes and online discussion group, as appropriate.

	Key Bibliography:
	Guy, John, The Tudors: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford, 2000)

Haar, James (ed.), European Music, 1520-1640 (Woodbridge, 2006)
Monson, Craig, ‘Elizabethan London’, in The Renaissance: From the 1470s to the End of the Sixteenth Century, ed. Iain Fenlon (London, 1989), 304-340.

Perkins, Leeman L., Music in the Age of the Renaissance (New York, 1999)

Price, David, Patrons and Musicians of the English Renaissance (Cambridge 1981)

	Formative Assessment & Feedback:
	One essay of 2500-2750 words to be written during the course and contributing to the final course mark; the essay to be returned with tutorial mark and comment, together with annotations where appropriate. See also under Teaching and Learning Methods.

	Summative Assessment:
	Exam: 2 questions from 6 in 2 hours (50%)
Coursework: One essay of 2500-2750 words completed during the course (50%)
Deadlines: The essay to be submitted by the appropriate in-course deadline in order to qualify for final submission for assessment.
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