MA by Research
A short guide to writing a research proposal

It is essential that you submit a research proposal, providing an outline and explanation of the topic that you wish to explore in your MA dissertation, with your application.

Before starting to write your proposal, it is desirable that you spend some time investigating the research interests of our staff to check that your proposed research topic, or your broad area of interest, fits within our research expertise. It is also helpful for you to contact the member(s) of staff who you have identified as most appropriate to supervise your proposed research, in advance of your making a formal application, so that you can discuss your proposal with them and ascertain whether they have the capacity to take on an additional postgraduate research student.  This can be done by contacting them directly, or else, if you need advice about possible supervisors, by contacting the Director of Graduate Studies, Dr Sarah Wright (sarah.wright@rhul.ac.uk). 

Your proposal will help us judge your aptitude for undertaking research at postgraduate level. The care with which you research and compile your research proposal will be taken to indicate something of your level of commitment to undertaking research on the topic you have proposed.

DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

Ideally the proposal should be around a 4-500 words (maximum). It should include:

Area of Interest

Specify broadly what area you propose working in and why you want to work in this area.

Emerging Research Questions

What are the research questions that you seek to explore/ answer?

Methodology

Indicate if possible the methodologies that would be particularly appropriate to your research. These might be the conceptual approaches/ frameworks, the engagement with theoretical practice and/or the practical research methodologies such as archival research, interviews etc.

Preliminary Bibliography
You may wish to include some relevant works in the field
