
 
 

Myerscough Award 
 

Start Date: 21 September 2026 
Application Deadline: Friday 10 April 2026 at 17.00 BST 

 
 

Overview 

Valerie Myerscough, 1942-1980, gained a first in Mathematics in 1962 from Royal Holloway, 
University of London, and a PhD in Quantum Mechanics in 1965. Following her death a fund was 
established by her friends and colleagues in her memory and passed to the University. With an 
additional bequest from her father, the Valerie Myerscough Studentship was established, to be 
awarded to a student of outstanding ability and potential for original work in Astronomy, 
Mathematics or Physics. 

Applications are invited for a PhD studentship in the areas of Maths, Physics and Computer Science, 
and is available for full-time or part-time study. The studentship starts on 21 September 2026. 

This 3-year studentship is open to UK Home fee-status students only. The award covers UK Home- 
rate tuition fees and provides a tax-free stipend at the UKRI rate, which increases annually in line 
with UKRI guidance. For the 2026/27 academic year, the stipend will be £23,805, including £2,000 
London Weighting. 

The successful candidate will undertake doctoral research in either Maths, Physics or Computer 
 Science, contributing to innovative research in one of these fields within a supportive academic 
environment. 

 
 

Eligibility 
Applicants must qualify for Home fee status in the UK. Candidates should have, or expect to obtain, 
a strong undergraduate or master’s degree in the relevant discipline. 

 

 
Before Applying 

1. Applicants should visit the Royal Holloway webpage here to find out more about applying for a 
PhD programme within their field of interest. You may also wish to explore department specific 
webpages to find out more. 

2. Applicants must identify a supervisor and get in touch with them directly before preparing an 
application for submission. You must have an agreement from your proposed supervision team that 
they will support your application. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalholloway.ac.uk%2Fstudying-here%2Fpostgraduate%2Fmathematics%2Fmathematics-phd%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDoctoralSchool%40rhul.ac.uk%7Cc1c447bd9e464a66a39508de7eeabf9f%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C639087743863413374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7XSVqiSjTi2wDPK13aTrB48tZ4Nckn%2BPk2X9In5eybY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalholloway.ac.uk%2Fstudying-here%2Fpostgraduate%2Fphysics%2Fphysics-phd%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDoctoralSchool%40rhul.ac.uk%7Cc1c447bd9e464a66a39508de7eeabf9f%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C639087743863438656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pfm0nJL7FIeUMdwv0ztTG6LrzgnlmtaFYGr7CK43t0I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalholloway.ac.uk%2Fstudying-here%2Fpostgraduate%2Fcomputer-science%2Fcomputer-science-phd%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDoctoralSchool%40rhul.ac.uk%7Cc1c447bd9e464a66a39508de7eeabf9f%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C639087743863456474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ha9fVN%2FH8SsdmrVN3pdgZJn%2F7KrynPIWgyR0w%2FTuvJQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalholloway.ac.uk%2Fstudying-here%2Fpostgraduate%2Fcomputer-science%2Fcomputer-science-phd%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDoctoralSchool%40rhul.ac.uk%7Cc1c447bd9e464a66a39508de7eeabf9f%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C639087743863456474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ha9fVN%2FH8SsdmrVN3pdgZJn%2F7KrynPIWgyR0w%2FTuvJQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalholloway.ac.uk%2Fstudying-here%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDoctoralSchool%40rhul.ac.uk%7Cc1c447bd9e464a66a39508de7eeabf9f%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C639087743863473662%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kZphOO7jTE8Pj8XLqFndfo2hSqIzI2Dv3inMI5Lvng8%3D&reserved=0


How to apply 
Interested applicants should submit an application consisting of CV and a cover letter in which the 
identified supervisor in agreement is named through Royal Holloway’s Applicant Portal. Informal 
enquiries about the studentship can be directed to the departments' PGR leads. 
 
To ensure your application is linked to the studentship competition, please identify the funding 
scheme you are applying for, ie. ‘Myerscough Award’, in the ‘Supervisor and Research Topic 
Information’ section, under: ‘What is the title of your research?’, then select ‘Yes’ to the question ‘Is 
this an advertised research project?’. You will be able to upload your research proposal and other 
documents in the ‘Supplemental items and documents’ tab after you have submitted your 
application. 

Deadline for applications is Friday 10 April 2026 at 17.00 BST. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Froyalhollowayacuk.elluciancrmrecruit.com%2FApply%2FAccount%2FLogin%23%2Flogin&data=05%7C02%7CDoctoralSchool%40rhul.ac.uk%7Cc1c447bd9e464a66a39508de7eeabf9f%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C639087743863491965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aJDc%2B3GlwMIvHZejY5jhbgB4QtCBbm9b%2BiiXtuTYLXM%3D&reserved=0
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