
Once your student has decided that they want to go to university, there are a number of 
other big decisions to follow. These include what course they want to study, along with which 
institution will be the right fit. We’ve put together some top tips to help you support your 
future graduate in their decision making.

University
1.	 Consider the location
	� There are 165 institutions to choose from that span the 

whole of the UK. For this reason, they will need to think 
about where in the UK they would like to be, or, how far 
away from home they are willing to travel.
Royal Holloway is perfectly placed - just 40 minutes 
away from central London and 7 miles from London 
Heathrow. We have top quality accommodation on 
campus for every budget. You can see a full list 
of options at royalholloway.ac.uk/student-life/
accommodation
If your student is considering commuting to campus, 
they won’t be alone. Many of our students commute 
here each day, and you can see how we support them 
at royalholloway.ac.uk/student-life/being-a-student/
commuting-students

2. Type of university
	� Campus university: The nature of a campus university is 

that the accommodation blocks and academic buildings 
are situated within a short distance from each other. 
Often, campus universities have shops and food facilities 
on site and are said to have a strong sense of community 
(that’s certainly the case for Royal Holloway). 

	 �City university: If the hustle and bustle of a busy 
city is the preferred choice, choosing a city-based 
university might be the best option. Be mindful that 
the nature of a city-based university might mean that 
the accommodation and academic buildings are a 
considerable distance from each other, so careful  
travel planning is a necessity. 

3. �Does it offer the type of course your child wants 
to study? 

	� Choosing a university is as much about choosing the 
course as it is the environment. The Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) website will help 
to identify universities offering courses in a particular 
subject group.  
�Each of our courses has its own designated course  
page where you can find the information you need.  
Visit royalholloway.ac.uk/studying-here

4. Extra opportunities
	� It’s not just about the degree. What other 

opportunities are on offer to enhance your student’s 
experience and boost their CV? Look at the events 
and societies run by the students’ union. There 
might be a particular hobby your student wants to 
continue, or maybe they’ll find something new to try. 
At Royal Holloway, there’s the chance to try a year 
abroad or volunteer in the local community. Maybe 
they’ll excel as a student ambassador or in another 
part-time job in one of our bars or cafés.

5. What is the surrounding area like?
	� Getting a good feel for the general location is vital 

as they will be spending a lot of time studying and 
socialising there. Researching local towns, access to 
transport links, shopping facilities and opportunities 
to get a part-time job, are an important part of 
choosing a university. Discover what Royal Holloway 
has on its doorstep - visit royalholloway.ac.uk/
student-life/our-campus/the-local-area

6. Research league tables
	� Using league tables may help to decide which 

institutions are the best for their chosen subject. 
Using the National Students Survey (NSS) results 
will give insight into what graduates/former 
students think of a particular university, including 
feedback on the course they studied. Whilst league 
tables are useful they should not be the only 
consideration when choosing a university but are 
helpful in building a complete picture. 
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COURSE
1. What are the entry requirements?
	   �Each institution will ask applicants to achieve 

certain grades at A-level, BTEC, International 
Baccalaureate (or equivalent) before being 
accepted on a course. It is important to choose 
an institution where achievement of the entry 
requirements is realistic. For instance, the five 
courses chosen should include a university whose 
entry requirements are achievable, one which is 
aspirational and one that is placed slightly below 
predicted grades. It is important that your student 
does not underestimate themselves and choose 
an institution that is asking for significantly 
lower grades than predicted, as this could be an 
indication that the course won’t challenge them 
enough. Universities may also ask students to 
attend an interview, audition or provide a sample of 
their work alongside their predicted grades.

2. What modules are included in the course?
	   �Dissimilar to school studies, the content of 

university courses with the same title could vary 
considerably. Researching the individual modules 
that form the content of the course will ensure 
that they will be interested in and motivated to 
study their chosen degree.

3. Opportunities that are part of the course 
	   �Many institutions will offer courses that give 

opportunities for students to study abroad, 
work for a year in industry, go on a micro-work 
placement or complete an integrated Masters 
degree. These factors can be used when 
researching universities and will help to reduce 
the shortlist to a manageable number.

4. Socially or scientifically based?
	   �There are two main degree types, a Bachelor of 

Arts (BA) which is humanities and arts based and 
a Bachelor of Science (BSc) which has more of 
a science and mathematical bias. There is also a 
Bachelor of Engineering (BEng) and a Bachelor 
of Music (BMus). Whilst all have the same 
academic standing it is worth investigating the 
course modules to find out which course meets 
expectations and is the appropriate one to study.

5. 	�By thinking about why and what they want to 
study, your student can start to wade through 
the myriad of options available to them. 

	   ��If the information needed isn’t easily available, 
then contact the admissions office at the 
university and ask questions, the more information 
to hand the easier it will be to make a decision.

Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX
+44 (0)1784 414944
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CHECKLIST
Does the course suit your student? 
Answer Yes or No to each of the following. 

If the answer is Yes to all, this course deserves 
a place on the UCAS form.

C – Course content    
Is your student genuinely excited by the modules  
and topics offered?

O – Opportunities       
Does the course offer extras such as a year abroad, 
industry placements, or internships?

L – Location      
Is the university in a place they’d enjoy living, with  
good transport links and amenities?

L – League tables       
Does the university (and this specific course) rank  
well in subject and overall tables?

E – Entry requirements     
Are the grades and qualifications realistic, and are  
any additional requirements manageable?

G – Gut feeling    
After visiting, does it feel like somewhere they’d 
be happy?

E – Education style     
Does the teaching style suit them (exams vs  
coursework, labs, seminars, contact hours)
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