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https://valuesinschooleducation.org/



VALUES ARE BROAD GOALS THAT GUIDE US
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In children and adults
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Where do values 
come from?

Childhood 
experiences



MEASUREMENT in children (Döring et al., 2010)
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How I would like to be in my life

very important

not at all important

to be safe

to experience 
adventures



Universalism
Self-

Direction

 Stimulation

Hedonism

Achievement

Power

Benevolence

Security

Conformity Tradition
Obedience

 Humility    
Devoutness

   Helpfulness

Social Justice, 
Equality 

   Creativity,    
Freedom

  Exciting Life

Pleasure

Success, 
Ambition

Authority, 
Wealth

Social Order

Openness 
to Change

Self-
Transcendence

Conservation

Self-
Enhancement

Value Structure: Implications for Teacher Messaging

Win!

Challenge, 
Excel
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Do as 
you’re 
told



HOW CAN TEACHERS USE PERSONAL VALUES IN THE CLASSROOM TO ENCOURAGE VALUE DEVELOPMENT IN
CHILDREN? 

LESSONS FROM THE VALISE PROJECT

In early primary school, 
values follow behaviour

Children tend to act 
according to their values

Feeling close to teacher? 
Later increase in 

conservation values and 
decrease in openness to 

change values

Seeing teacher as warm? Later 
increase in kindness values and 
decrease in self-enhancement 

values

Classmates have strongest 
effects: Children’s values 
become more like their 

classmates’ 

From start of primary school 
over 1.5 years: Kindness and 

openness values increase, 
self-enhancement & 

conservation decrease 

In the workshop:
- What’s important to you?
- How do you act by it in class?
- How do you ensure you don’t encourage the 

opposite values?
- Same w children, lesson plan & worksheet 

provided
- Your explanation to our findings?



WHAT CAN YOU GET OUT OF THE WEBSITE? LET’S EXPLORE: 
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https://valuesinschooleducation.org/
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THANKS FOR YOUR
ATTENTION! 
QUESTIONS?

QR code to Anat Bardi’s 
LinkedIn where you can 
expect posts about practical 
implications of  my findings 
as they are published 

Now developing teachers’ 
workshop. Interested? 
Email me at 
Anat.Bardi@RHUL.AC.UK

Interested in taking part in our 
new study interviewing primary 

school children? Contact me


