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‘The New Woman’ 
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Elisabeth Jesser-Reid, 
1789-1866

Sophie Bryant, 1850-1922
• BSc (Lon) 1881
• DSc (Lon) 1884
• Headteacher, North 

London Collegiate School, 
1895-1918

• Member of University of 
London Senate, 1900-1918
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Q: Then do you contemplate that ladies should be professors? 

A: Certainly. I should have thought they would be eligible to be 
professors in the new University.
Gresham University Commission, Report, London, 1894, p. 152.

Q: Where do the Queen’s College students obtain their degrees? 

A: They do not obtain them. 

Q: Then what is the object of Queen’s College? 

A: It ought, of course, to be remembered that Queen’s College was the 
first institution to provide higher education for girls, and has gone on 
since furnishing some education of that sort. Students attend classes 
and so on, but I really do not know what they do in particular.
Gresham University Commission, Report, London, 1894, pp. 154-5
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King’s: Oh, Bedford. I can’t stand her. She’s so 
stuck up. I wonder she isn’t here already, she’s 
usually so punctual. […] Bedford has a very 
different type of girl; prim, proper beings, who 
scrape their hair back, and wear flat heels and 
don’t consider mixed colleges nice. […]

Bedford: Been having any more of your disgraceful 
rags? What a noise you made on presentation day; 
it might have been funny if it hadn’t been vulgar.

‘University Spirit’, University of London Annual 
Magazine, June 1923, pp. 18-19, UoL UN 5/4
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“Romantic love is dead” proclaimed Westfield College in the 
U.L.U. Debating tournament, but we are glad to hear that the 
ladies are not all of this opinion as this motion was firmly denied 
by that other great feminine institution, Bedford College.’ 
‘Bury Romance’, Sennet, 24 January 1956

‘Whatever will the aristocratic ladies of the University be up to next? The 
young gals at Bedford have encroached brazenly into what we have 
always considered to be a man’s particular sphere. Pipe smoking has 
caught on. Already there are signs that Westfield may not be far behind 
it. A tasteful Meerschaum for the young madams there, and faraway, 
amid the oriental splendour of the Royal Holloway, a carefully chosen 
hookah will probably be the thing.’
‘Pipes at Bedford’, Sennet, 1 February 1955
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Hop Picking from Bedford News 
(Sennet’s College Article of the Week)

‘UC: Choice between boredom at one-
and-six or two bob’

‘QMC: Unexplored in the wastes of the 
Mile End Road.’

‘LSE: Cosmopolitan crowd and jazz for 
jivers’

‘Battersea Poly: Capacious floor – hot 
band and atmosphere. Plenty of 
Beards!
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