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Social Science Impact: FoSS Event Leader Application Form

This form is for applicants interested in becoming an Event Leader at the Festival of Social Science 2026. For advice and guidance on this funding call, contact rachael.kendrew@rhul.ac.uk. We offer one review of draft applications, if submitted in good time before the deadline. 
The deadline for this opportunity is 3rd July 2026. Please upload the completed application for assessment, as a word document via this online form.
This opportunity is part of the Social Science Impact Accelerator Programme, funded by our Impact Acceleration Account (IAA) grant from the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC). Please visit our webpage for more information on eligibility, funding, timeline, and FAQs.
The questions in this application form are designed to ensure that public engagement best practice is embedded from the outset, in particular consideration of the intended target audience and their characteristics and needs, even if plans are not fully developed at this stage. All application questions are mandatory.
We anticipate that plans will evolve after funding is awarded. If your application is successful, support will be available from the Impact and Partnerships Manager at Royal Holloway, to help develop your ideas. 

About the Festival of Social Science
The 2026 national ESRC Festival of Social Science (FoSS) will run from 17th October – 7th November 2026 and we expect your event to take place at some point during this time. 
The theme for the 2026 Festival of Social Science will be Money, Finance and the Cost of Living, exploring areas such as: 
· Personal finances 
· Teaching children about money 
· Understanding and support for the cost of living crisis 
· The economy and how it works 
· How businesses make money 
· Starting your own business  
You are welcome to run events on any Social Science topic, but there is a requirement from ESRC that 25% of the total events to be on the official theme.  
Royal Holloway will select and fund the events, which will be featured on Festival of Social Science website. The Communications and Engagement Officer will support with the website upload process. Events can be delivered in person, online or hybrid. You may also provide details for listing on the website of any other non-ESRC funded events you wish to include in your festival programme; however, these must still clearly meet the festival criteria and have gone through the same selection process you have applied to your funded events.
Public engagement training will be provided by ESRC which will be delivered online, it is a requirement that all event leads attend these sessions to deliver a festival event. If the event lead is unavailable for a session, they should nominate another member of their event team to attend in their place. 

Who can apply
Applications are welcome from disciplines outside of social science. However, there must be a social science component or collaborating partner for the event to be eligible.   



Section 1: Applicant
1. Principal Investigator (PI) Name
	



2. Co-Investigator (Co-I) Name 
	



3. Department
	



4. Event working title
	[bookmark: _Hlk225954386]



5. Career Stage
☐ ECR
☐ Mid-career
☐ Professor
☐ Non-academic staff

6. Contract Type
☐ Teaching and Research
☐ Professional Practice
☐ Teaching Focus

Section 2: Public Engagement
7. What is your motivation for engaging with the public (or other non-academic group/s)?
For example, to help people improve their wellbeing by spending time outdoors, to share new ways that families can reduce their carbon footprint, to inspire teenagers about your subject.
	



8. Why would you like to engage and lead an event/activity via the Festival of Social Science?
	



9. Who do you want to engage with through your event?
Please tell us your current thoughts about which ‘public’ you would like to engage with. For example, this might be people in a particular age group, or with a particular background, interest, role, responsibility, profession, or level of prior knowledge of a particular subject/topic. We encourage you to think more specifically than ‘general public’. Your target audience MUST be in line with the festival target audience, as per pages 1-2 of the Event Leader Pack; in particular it must not include any academic groups (researchers, university students or university staff).
	



10. What do you feel would motivate them to engage in your event?
For example, pre-existing interest in the topic, relevance to an aspect of their life, a learning experience for their children, developing a particular skill, for a fun or moving experience to share with a friend.
	



Section 3. Initial ideas
11. What are your ideas at this stage about the type of event you would like to run?
For example, would it be a talk, participatory event, workshop, performance exhibition? What different elements/activities would be involved? What would be the topic? Would it run in person, online or hybrid?
	



12. What are your thoughts at this stage about location (or online platform), duration and timing that would work best for your target audience, and the nature of your event? 
For example, evening, weekend, daytime in half term, public venue off-campus, takeover of a particular social media channel?
	



13. Who else apart from you would be involved in planning and running the event?

For example, would you run the event in collaboration with other researchers, a non-academic practitioner from a relevant field, a performer or community artist? How would this collaboration help you to reach your target group and understand and meet their motivations and needs?
	



14. How much support from your institution would you need to attract your target group and tailor your event for them, and do you have ideas for how you could find this support? 
For example, are you looking to collaborate with a particular community group or charity, work closely with the venue, utilise a particular network or connections?
	



15. Do you have ideas at this stage about how you could remove any potential barriers to your target audience of attending and participating in the event? 

	



16. Costs and other information
Please provide estimated costings for your event and any other requirements it would be helpful for us to know about.
	



Section 4. Training and accountability
17. Please confirm that you are willing to attend mandatory festival training. 
☐  Yes

18. I understand that responsibly for event publicity sits with individual institutions rather than ESRC and I am willing to support my institution in promoting my event
☐  Yes

Section 5: Permission 
19. Please confirm that you have the permission of your Head of Department/line manager to undertake this project.
☐  Yes

[END]
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