 R:FEST 2015
(Patrons: Sir Andrew Motion and Hilary Mantel)
A very warm welcome to the ninth Runnymede International Literary Festival.  

As in previous years, Royal Holloway, University of London, the Runnymede International Literary Association and Runnymede Borough Council,  the principal festival partners, are working together to bring a programme of activities to Runnymede. I am particularly pleased that we will also be working with the Students Union at Royal Holloway. This year, because of the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta, which was signed here in Runnymede, we are focussing on that event and its implications. As in previous years, there will be a programme of creative-writing workshops in schools. This year these will take Magna Carta as their theme. They will, as usual, be organised by the Royal Holloway outreach team and provided by students and graduate students from Royal Holloway – principally from the MA in Creative Writing and the practice-based PhD programmes at Royal Holloway.
In addition, the main event of this year’s festival will be a series of Runnymede Festival Magna Carta Lectures, in which three distinguished speakers will address some of the contemporary issues which the celebration of the signing of Magna Carta raises. Sir Sherard Cowper-Coles, a former British Ambassador to Israel, Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan, will lecture on ‘Treating Terrorism’ on Monday, March 9; Ruth Hunt, the Director of Stonewall will speak about LGBT issues on Friday, March 13; and Professor Peter Hennessy, Baron Hennessy of Nymphsfield and Attlee Professor of Contemporary British History at Queen Mary’s, University of London, will talk on ‘Meritocracy and the Establishment’ on Monday, March 16.  
I wish you a very enjoyable time at this year’s R:Fest, and I look forward to seeing you at the events.
Professor Robert Hampson

Festival Director

Royal Holloway, University of London

Runnymede Festival Magna Carta Lectures
· Monday, March 9: 

Sir Sherard Cowper Coles, ‘Treating “Terrorism”.

Windsor Lecture Theatre: 5.00

· Friday, March 13:

Ruth Hunt, ‘The Changing Place of Civil Liberties in the Twenty-first Century’

Main Hall, Student Union: 6.00

· Wednesday, March 18:

Professor Lord Peter Hennessy, ‘Meritocracy and the Establishment’

Main Lecture Theatre, Founders’ Building: 6.00
All events FREE 
