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Imperial Greek Literature 2016-17

Taught by: Dr. Richard Hawley

Value: one unit = 30 credits

Prerequisite: Greek Language & Reading (or equivalent)

Course Delivery
· Taught over the first two terms + revision class(es) in Summer Term, if possible.
· One two-hour class per week: usually reading and discussing the text in detail. Students will be required to work several hours per week outside class to prepare text in advance.
· One single hour per week: usually discussing wider contextual issues, literary and linguistic themes, responses to scholarship etc. This hour may include short student-delivered oral presentations, to develop confidence and communications skills, and will again expect some student work outside class beforehand.
· Attendance at all three hours per week is required.

Course content & required books
The course covers reading and discussion of a range of prose and verse texts in ancient Greek written under the first few centuries AD.
We shall start in first term by reading some verse texts, including the romantic epyllion Hero and Leander by Musaeus and some epigrams on various themes including love. 
These will be taken from the text-book: N. Hopkinson (ed.) Greek Poetry of the Imperial Period, Cambridge 1994, of which all students are required to buy their own copy for the start of the course. On Amazon it is new at £29 paperback, but cheaper secondhand copies are also available on the marketplace.
Then in the second term we shall read some prose text(s) to be decided.
It is expected that you will also have a good ancient Greek lexicon, such as the Intermediate Greek Lexicon edited by Liddell & Scott, and a Greek grammar. 

Course assessment
· One three-hour exam in the summer term, worth 80% of the assessment mark. Dictionaries are not allowed in the exam.
· Four coursework elements: two 2000 word essays, and two 1000 word commentaries; the average of the four marks goes forward for the remaining 20% of the assessment mark. Deadlines will be negotiated with the students, but it is expected that one essay and one commentary will be submitted in each of the first two terms.


Course Moodle page
This will not become available until just before the start of the academic year, when course registrations are finalized and College has ‘rolled over’ the Moodle pages for the new intake.
The page will offer some extra learning resources, including some supporting secondary scholarship.

Suggested vacation work
The key thing is to keep reading a little ancient Greek regularly.
As we’ll be dealing first with verse texts, and with the poem by Musaeus which imitates Homeric style, you might want to read some more of the Iliad or Odyssey. Any parts that interest you would help.
Otherwise, do just dip into any texts of interest.
For all of these the Loeb editions with Greek text and facing English translation are always good value. You can access them too via the Online Loeb resource.

If you have any question, please do email me. Otherwise I look forward to seeing you again in the autumn.
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